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City of New Bern 
Engineering and Nature-Based Solutions Stakeholder Meeting: Day 2 

February 24, 2021 from 1:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendees: 
Jeff Crump  Moffatt &Nichol 
Dawn York  Moffatt & Nichol 
Allison Bryan  Moffatt & Nichol 
Rebeckah Sims Moffatt & Nichol 
Christina Kopitopoulou UNC-EPIC  
Dr. Bill Hunt  NCSU 
Jeff Ruggieri  NB Dev. Services 

Kimberly Ostrom NB City Grants  
Dr. Narcisa Pricope UNCW 
Millie Chalk  Duke Energy Foun.  
Steve Bevington NCLWF 
Kip Peregoy  NB Redev. Comm. 
Steve McGugan NCEM

 
• Initial Discussion   

o The group had a discussion of the potential nature-based and engineering 
solutions to mitigate flood risk. 

o Henderson Park and Trent Court are potential project areas identified as part of 
the City redevelopment effort. 

o Project ideas could be applied in different locations throughout the City, not just 
the two areas discussed. 

• Henderson Park 
o Within the FEMA 100-year floodplain, BFE (building floor elevation) is 9 feet. 
o The surrounding drainage ditches (and Duffyfield canal) run to Jack Smith Creek. 
o The area experiences tidal flooding in addition to being susceptible to floodplain 

hazards. 
o The focus is on green space rather than just the recreation center building—how 

can community value be improved at this space? 
o The northeastern most ball field is often wet (with a couple feet of water) and the 

viability as recreational space is limited. 
o Stream restoration/rehabilitation along Duffyfield canal; coupled with 

establishment of wetland areas in wooded area west of park and the northeastern 
ball field area. 

o The relocation of recreation facilities will help utilize much of the area for 
stormwater retention. 

o The water will have to be pumped out due to low-lying nature of the area and 
shallow groundwater table. 

o We should consider how water can be kept in the retention areas until water can 
be pumped out, via flood walls, berms, etc. 

o Dr. Narcisa Pricope’s lab at UNCW has a LiDAR drone that could be used to 
survey the area as high-resolution DEM (about 4cm vertical accuracy). 

• Trent Court 
o The four lowest-lying buildings are condemned and are slated to be demolished 

and rebuilt. 
o The buildings were constructed in the 1940s and the area south of the four 

existing buildings will be designated for public open space, with the potential for 
the establishment of a living shoreline. 
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o Some people think the waterfront should be developed. 
o There is a potential riverside treatment wetland with a total of 4.5 acres. 
o There is a potential grant opportunity. The State has a surplus in funds this year, 

largely funding innovative stormwater projects. This type of grant project has 
been done in Washington, NC 

o Q: What is drainage infrastructure like in the area? 
o A: The sanitary sewer lift station in the area is being relocated. 
o The State has a law allowing non-grant funded stormwater measures to serve as 

mitigation banks.  
• Other Considerations 

o The City is prioritizing historic districts and the most vulnerable areas for 
mitigation. 

o The planning team can build on work that NCSU and UNCW have done to date. 
o Input from all the community stakeholders should be considered when deciding 

what kinds can/should be implemented in different areas. Today’s discussion 
serves as a high-level brainstorming effort rather than definite project plans. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Ohlensehlen at 
ohlensehlena@newbernnc.gov.    
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